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2016 DC METRO AREA CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT

2
years of excellence

2016 New Scholars: 2

2016 Recognized Scholars: 5

Cumulative Washington, DC Metro Area Scholars: 112

$77,068.49* have been paid out to colleges on behalf of the scholars who won 
their awards in the Washington, DC metro area.
*As of fiscal year 2016

COMMITMENT IN D.C. METRO AREA

Hippodrome Theatre
Baltimore, MD
April 10, 2016

“This award has greatly boosted my daughter’s self-confidence and has helped her realize 
the importance of academics and community service.” 

– Susan Ehrlich, Scholar Mia Ehrlich

Highlights: The CSF celebrated its 20th anniversary this year! The Maryland Awards  
Ceremony kicked off as Master of Ceremonies, Sam Donaldson, introduced the 2016 
Carson Scholars! It featured Spirit of Achievement Award Recipient, Kimmie Meissner, 
who is a World Champion and Olympic Figure Skater. Other highlights included a marimba 
performance by CSF Alumni Jason Yoder, a dance by Aliyah Caldwell and Carson Scholar 
Sara Hawley, an alumni speech from Lisa Thomas, M.D., and the Hall of Fame presentation. 
Scholars from Connecticut and New York were also in attendance.
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IMPACT OF THE CARSON SCHOLARS FUND, INC.

Milagros is an 11th grade student at Eastern Senior High School in Washington, 
DC. Milagros is the head of Awareness is the First Step. This is a Google chat 
where teenagers can discuss important social and political issues in their 
communities. Milagros is a member of the Dream Team at school, where she 
helps raise school spirit and promote excellence within the school community. 
In addition, she is a member of the Brillant Club and the school choir. Milagros 
serves as an ambassador for the Bring the Lessons Home Program and Stephen 
T. Johns Summer Youth Leadership Program. She is also a member of the 
School Girls Unite organization that helps to raise awareness about challenges 
girls in other countries face.

Kylie is a 6th grade student at Stone Hill Middle School in Ashburn, VA. Kylie is 
a member of the Drama Club, chorus, the Student Government Association and 
the Ambassador Program. Outside of school, she enjoys swimming for a local 
club and is a member of a theater production class at Theaterpalooza. Kylie 
believes her biggest talent is communicating well with others because she 
enjoys working together with her peers and teachers. Kylie is a member of the 
National Elementary Honor Society where she volunteers her time mentoring 
in a special education classroom. As a member of SGA, she volunteers by 
sending cards to troops, collects canned goods for the Salvation Army and 
creates posters for events.

Milagros de Souza 
2016 Carson Scholar

Christopher Cao 
3-time Carson Scholar

Kylie Miller
3-time Carson Scholar

Christopher is an 11th grade student at Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology in Alexandria, VA. Impressively, Christopher was 
named a “Young Wonder” by CNN and the Northern Virginian of the Year by 
Northern Virginia Magazine. Christopher’s biggest talent is computer building 
and programming, so it comes as no surprise that he would like to be a project 
manager for a large technology firm when he gets older. Christopher is the 
founder and CEO of Reboot for Youth, an organization dedicated to refurbishing 
computers. In the Washington, D.C. area alone, Reboot for Youth has assisted 
over 300 children in more than 30 schools. Christopher is also one of three 
representatives on the Fairfax County Student Human Rights Commission 
(FCSHRC).


