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IMPORTANT DATES

April 10, 2016 
20th Annual Maryland Scholar  

Awards Ceremony
April 13, 2016 

Greensboro Awards Banquet
April 17, 2016 

Pittsburgh Awards Banquet
April 24, 2016 

West Coast Awards Banquet 
Chattanooga/Atlanta Awards 

Banquet
April 29, 2016 

Battle Creek Awards Banquet
May 1, 2016 

Chicago Awards Banquet
May 7, 2016 

Florida Awards Banquet

Spring 2016 Reading Room 
Openings

Fifth District Elementary School 
Union Hill Elementary School
L.F. Henderson Intermediate 

School
Belle Glade Elementary School

Bonsall West Elementary School
Jacqueline B. Kennedy 

Elementary School
Rosa G. Maddock Elementary 

School
Beaver Falls Middle School
George W. Julian Elementary 

School 57
Bushy Park Elementary School

2016 marks the 20th anniversary of the Carson Scholars Fund. What began in 
1996 with awarding 25 scholarships has grown to a scholar network of over 6,600 
students! This year also marks our largest year yet in awarding scholarships. 
Over the past few months, CSF volunteers have been working hard to review the 
thousands of applications we received for the prestigious honor of becoming a 
Carson Scholar....Read more

As the school year comes to a close and many of you are preparing for college, it 
is important to understand our scholarship payout process. Scholarship monies 
are paid directly to the college or university where you will be a student....Read more

Black Tie Baltimore

And the Pi Day Contest Winner Is...

Announcing the 2016 Carson Scholars!

Scholar Payout Information

On Saturday, February 27, 2016, the Carson Scholars Fund got dressed up for a 
great cause! The event, Black Tie Baltimore, was held at the Baltimore Museum 
of Industry to support three educational nonprofits: The Carson Scholars Fund, 
The Midtown Academy and Teach for America....Read more

It’s a tie! The winners of the 2016 Pi Day Contest are...Jefferson Johnson from 
Carter G. Woodson Elementary School in Crisfield, MD and Ezekiel Zaruba 
from Alta Loma Christian School in Alta Loma, CA! In March, we challenged 
our Carson Scholars, educators, and various math departments to show us how 
they celebrate this special day.....Read more

Just like Spring, reading rooms are a time of new beginnings and endless 
possibilities. Over the next couple of months, we will be welcoming ten new 
reading room schools to the Ben Carson Reading Room family.....Read more

Reading Rooms Galore!

Click to review us 
and help us become 
a 2016 Top-Rated 

Nonprofit!

http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/carson-scholars-fund-inc
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2016 marks the 20th anniversary of the 
Carson Scholars Fund. What began in 
1996 with awarding 25 scholarships has 
grown to a scholar network of over 6,600 
students!
This year also marks our largest year 
yet in awarding scholarships. Over 
the past few months, CSF volunteers 
have been working hard to review the 
thousands of applications we received 

Announcing the 2016 Carson Scholars!

for the prestigious honor of becoming a Carson Scholar. Once named a Carson 
Scholar, students are awarded a $1,000 college scholarship and recognition 
package. The Carson Scholars Fund is excited to announce that 626 of the best 
and brightest academic superstars from across the country have been named 
Carson Scholars. These students were nominated by their school based on 
their high academic achievement and commitment to their communities. They 
are role models and represent our future leaders. 
Also this year, 841 previous scholarship winners have achieved recognition 
status. These previous scholars have continued to meet the high standards of 
the Carson Scholars Fund.
To celebrate the 2016 Carson Scholars and our 20th anniversary, we will be 
holding eight regional awards banquets. If you are interested in attending one 
of these events, please visit our Event Tickets page. If you are interested in 
sponsoring an event, please visit our Event Sponsorship page. 

http://carsonscholars.org/product-category/events/tickets/
http://carsonscholars.org/product-category/events/event-sponsorships-events/
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• Sunday, April 10th – 20th Anniversary Maryland Scholar 
Awards Ceremony

• Wednesday, April 13th – Greensboro, NC Awards Banquet

• Sunday, April 17th – Pittsburgh Awards Banquet

• Sunday, April 24th – West Coast Awards Banquet

• Sunday, April 24th – Chattanooga/Atlanta Awards Banquet

• Friday, April 29th – Battle Creek Awards Banquet

• Sunday, May 1st – Chicago Awards Banquet

• Saturday, May 7th – Florida Awards Banquet 

Congratulations to our 2016 Carson Scholars! View the complete 
list of new scholars and the complete list of recognized scholars. 
Here is a list of upcoming banquets where we will be honoring our 
2016 Carson Scholars!

Thanks to the hundreds of donors who supported these young 
superstars and our school partners across the country!

Scholar Payout Information
As the school year comes to a close and many of you are preparing for college, 
it is important to understand our scholarship payout process.
Scholarship monies are paid directly to the college or university where you 
will be a student. Payouts can only be made after verifying that you have 
been accepted and will be enrolled full-time at an accredited institution within 
the United States for the upcoming semester. Students must be enrolled 
in a bachelor’s-degree-track (four-year) program to receive their payout. 
Scholarship monies can be used towards academic expenses including 
tuition, room and board, or books.
Your scholarship is a one-time scholarship, and we offer the option to request 
a full or partial payout. Students who have other scholarships that cover 
much of their academic expenses often request a partial payout and use our 
scholarship money towards books. We also offer students the option to defer 
their scholarship payout. Payouts may be deferred for up to three years after high school graduation. 
The Carson Scholars Fund will only make payouts twice a year – for the fall and spring semesters. We cannot 
accommodate payout requests for summer or winter classes. 
Balance statements and Payout Request Forms for the Fall 2016 semester will be made available to all eligible 
scholars in late May/early June. The Payout Request Form must be completed and submitted to the CSF office 
by Wednesday, July 6, 2016. Checks will be mailed to colleges on July 18, 2016 for the fall semester. Any Payout 
Request Forms received between now and then will be held until July. All Payout Request Forms received after July 
6, 2016 will be held for payout for the Spring 2017 semester.
If any of your contact information (mailing address, email address, or phone number) has changed since we last 
heard from you, please contact us! We can only send Payout Request Forms to contact information that we have 
in our database. To update your information, call 410-828-1005, or send an email to katie@carsonscholars.org. 

http://carsonscholars.org/event/maryland-awards-ceremony/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/maryland-awards-ceremony/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/greensboro-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/pittsburgh-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/west-coast-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/chattanooga-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/battle-creek-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/chicago-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/event/florida-awards-banquet/
http://carsonscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2016-Carson-Scholars-2.pdf
http://carsonscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2016-Recognized-Carson-Scholars-1.pdf
mailto:katie%40carsonscholars.org?subject=
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Scholar Spotlight: N’Jhari Jackson
N’Jhari Jackson, a 2016 Carson Scholar, is an 8th 
grade student at The Paideia School of Tampa Bay. 
In school, N’Jhari is a member of the Paideia Brain 
Bowl Team and the Math and Chinese Olympic 
Teams.  He is an ambitious student who pursues 
his dreams and encourages others to do the same.
Aside from school, N’Jhari has an impressive resume 
when it comes to volunteering in his community. 
He goes above and beyond to make a world a 
better place, which is evident in the awards he has 
received. He is an Eagle Scout who has earned 117 
merit badges. His most recent achievement was 
being one of ten scouts selected as a BSA Delegate 
to deliver the Boy Scouts of America 2015 Report 
to the Nation in Washington, DC. He delivered an 

impressive speech to Speaker of the House, Paul Ryan, and President Obama. He also met with congressional 
leaders including the Secretary of Defense; Secretary of Interior; and Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, to name a few. After returning from the nation’s Capital, N’Jhari was invited to emcee for one of the 
Let’s Move events, founded by First Lady Michelle Obama, with U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, the Mayor of 
Tampa and the YMCA CEO. 
N’Jhari’s Eagle Scout Project earned him the title of “Champion of Service” by Volunteer Florida and Governor 
Rick Scott. He raised money to purchase automatic defibrillators for The Paideia School of Tampa Bay. He spent 
time training and certifying all teachers and staff at the school in CPR and first-aid during a six-month training 
session. 
Furthermore, N’Jhari was selected as an NHL Tampa Bay Lightning Community Hero, where he was given $50,000 
to donate to a charitable organization. He split the $50,000 evenly amongst five charities that he’s passionate 
about, which includes Troop 142, Shriner’s Hospital of Children, the Joshua Children’s Home, the Haley House for 
Veterans and The Paideia School of Tampa Bay. He was also selected as the State of Florida Top Middle School 
Volunteer in the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program. Because of this prestigious honor, he traveled 
to Washington, DC for the awards program, where Robin Roberts of “Good Morning America” hosted the event. 
The volunteer project N’Jhari is most passionate about is Pajama Buddy Voyage and Pajama Buddy Drab Bags. 
This project has delivered over 4,000 bags containing stuffed animals, books, socks and toys to hospitalized kids 
across the country, China and Germany.  
N’Jhari’s scholarship was sponsored by the Carson Scholars Fund.

If you would like to be featured in our Scholar Spotlight blog on the CSF website, please contact Kaylee at 
kdougherty@carsonscholars.org

mailto:kdougherty%40carsonscholars.org?subject=Scholar%20Spotlight
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Reading Rooms Galore!
Just like Spring, reading rooms are a time of new beginnings and endless possibilities. Over the next couple of 
months, we will be welcoming ten new reading room schools to the Ben Carson Reading Room family. This is an 
especially exciting time as we will be establishing the first ever reading rooms in Arkansas and North Carolina.  
Reading rooms will be opening in the following schools: 

• April 12: Fifth District Elementary School - Upperco, MD  
  Sponsored by The Votta Family

• April 13: Union Hill Elementary School – High Point, NC  
  Sponsored by A Friend of the High Point Community Foundation 

• April 22: L.F. Henderson Intermediate School – Ashdown, AR 
  Sponsored by Domtar and their vendors

• April 22: Belle Glade Elementary School – Belle Glade, FL 
  Sponsored by the Palm Beach County Chapter of the CSF

• April 25: Bonsall West Elementary School – Oceanside, CA 
  Sponsored by John Henry Kendall

• May 2: Jacqueline B. Kennedy Elementary School – Burbank, IL 
  Sponsored by Advocate Christ Medical Center

• May 2: Rosa G. Maddock Elementary School – Burbank, IL 
  Sponsored by Advocate Christ Medical Center

• May 12: Beaver Falls Middle School – Beaver Falls, PA 
  Sponsored by the Beaver Falls Community

• June 2: George W. Julian Elementary School 57 – Indianapolis, IN 
  In honor of Jean Magnant

• June 8: Bushy Park Elementary School – Glenwood, MD 
  Sponsored by the Kahlert Foundation

We’re excited to be celebrating our 20th Anniversary. To mark the occasion, we’ve 
partnered with the Junior Library Guild to provide an assortment of high-interest 
books to our reading room schools open for seven years or longer. These schools 
have helped get us to where we are today and we salute them for their dedication and 
commitment throughout the years.  

Box of Books!
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Lookout Valley Elementary School Opens New Reading Room!

Reading Rooms Galore! (cont.)

The Carson Scholars Fund is proud to announce the opening of our 138th reading room! The newest room 
celebrated its grand opening on Monday, January 11, 2016 at Lookout Valley Elementary School in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Lookout Valley’s reading room is the third room funded by The Deaver-Phoenix Foundation. Other 
rooms funded by The Deaver-Phoenix Foundation are in Reeves-Rogers Elementary School and Northfield 
Elementary School, both located in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The relaxing atmosphere of the Lookout Valley 
reading room invites students to settle in with a good book. Artist Gale Hinton’s mural provides readers with a 
peaceful and enchanted forest atmosphere where students are surrounded by a lake, a castle and a cottage with 
mountains in the background....Read more here!

The Savvy Student’s Guide to College Education answers common, but 
daunting, questions prospective college students ask, like: “What is the right 
school for me,” “Should I start at a two-year school or go directly to a four-
year school,” “Which major should I choose,” and “How am I going to pay for this?” 
TheBestSchools.org developed this twelve-chapter guide that addresses 
everything from beginning the search for your ideal college to your first day 
of classes, to preparing for a job, and onward to tips for your first day in a job. 
Don’t know how to write an effective admission essay? There are some great 
tips for that. Worried about paying back student loans? The Savvy Student’s 
Guide will give you the information you need to borrow responsibly, as well 
as tips for researching scholarship opportunities. Wondering if you’ll be able 
to get a job with that basket weaving major that sounds so cool? Maybe 
check out Chapter 9–Career Trends, to learn where the jobs are before you 
invest your hard work, time, and money. 
A successful college experience takes planning, and planning for something 
you’ve never done before is difficult. The Savvy Student’s Guide to College 
Education is here to help. View an online version of the guide here.

Just released: New BestSchools.org Book!

http://carsonscholars.org/reading-rooms/our-locations/lookout-valley-elementary-school/
http://www.thebestschools.org/
http://www.thebestschools.org/savvy-students/guide-to-college-education/
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Black Tie Baltimore
On Saturday, February 27, 2016, the Carson Scholars Fund got dressed up 
for a great cause! The event, Black Tie Baltimore, was held at the Baltimore 
Museum of Industry to support three educational nonprofits: the Carson 
Scholars Fund, Midtown Academy and Teach for America.

The evening started out with a silent auction, a DJ playing music, a photo 
booth from Pixilated, as well as hors d’oeuvres and food from Sascha’s. 
The hors d’oeuvres included sweet and sour Asian meatballs, warmed 
stuffed brie in a phyllo cup topped with raspberry and almond, as well as 
chutney bacon straws. The food for the night featured a pasta bar with 
red marinara sauce or pesto cream sauce with assorted grilled vegetables, 
braised short rib sliders with horseradish crème fraiche with sides of green 
beans and sweet potato puree, classic golden tater tots with Maryland crab 
dip or cheese sauce and Maryland fried chicken. To top it off, the desserts 
featured were miniature brownies, lemon bars, Toll House cookie bars, 
raspberry crumble bars and strawberries. 

Afterwards, all the attendees looking dapper in black tie attire started 
dancing while Blue Label band took the stage. As stated on the event 
website, “the members of Blue Label have collectively played over 10,000 live shows and performed half-time 
shows for the Philadelphia Eagles, as well as pre and post-game performances for the Washington Nationals, 
Philadelphia Phillies, and Philadelphia Flyers.” (http://www.blacktiebaltimore.com/music.html) They played 

everything from Gold Digger by Kanye West to Bad Blood by Taylor Swift to 
Don’t Stop Believin’ by Journey.

Thanks to the generosity of donors, supporters and attendees, Black Tie 
Baltimore was able to raise $3,357 for the Carson Scholars Fund!

The night was filled with networking, food, drinks, music and lots of 
laughter! We hope that all of the Carson Scholars Fund Alumni can join this 
special event next year!

Special thanks to the host of the event and a CSF Board Member, David 
Ross.

Click here to view our 
Alumni Research Report

http://www.blacktiebaltimore.com/home.html
http://www.saschas.com/
http://www.bluelabelband.com/
http://carsonscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CS-Alum-Academic-Achievement-Study-2015.pdf
http://carsonscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CS-Alum-Academic-Achievement-Study-2015.pdf
http://carsonscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CS-Alum-Academic-Achievement-Study-2015.pdf
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Jefferson Johnson and his classmates from Woodson Elementary School’s enrichment class. They created a Pi 
Day Celebration PowerPoint presentation, In Search of Pi. Jefferson and his classmates were also joined by his 
grandmother in the celebration, who also shares Einstein’s birthday and Pi Day! The second contestant, Ezekiel 
Zaruba created a video. He extrapolated the digits in pi while also teaching us important facts about Pi Day. The 
winners will receive a Pizza Pi(e) Party for their class, sponsored by Pizza Hut of Maryland! Congratulations to 
our two Pi Day Contest winners!

Thank you to all of those who participated in the Carson Scholars Fund Pi Day Contest and showed us how they 
celebrated Pi Day! We hope next year will be bigger and better than ever!

Click here to view the In Search of Pi PowerPoint and the Pi Day Video. 

And the Pi Day Contest Winner Is...
It’s a tie! The winners of the 2016 Pi Day Contest are... 
Jefferson Johnson from Carter G. Woodson Elementary 
School in Crisfield, MD and Ezekiel Zaruba from Alta Loma 
Christian School in Alta Loma, CA! In March, we challenged 
our Carson Scholars, educators, and various math 
departments to show us how they celebrate this special 
day. The Carson Scholars Fund received numerous creative, 
thoughtful and talented submissions from pictures and 
videos to poetry recitations and PowerPoint presentations. 
The submissions were scored based on creativity, content/
quality and timeliness. The first mentioned winner was 

http://carsonscholars.org/blog/pi-day-contest-winner/

