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The Carson Scholars Program recognizes and rewards 
academic excellence in young students (4th–11th grade) who 
also have strong humanitarian qualities.  The Carson Scholars 
Fund, Inc., was founded in 1994 to address the education crisis 
in the United States. When world-renowned Johns Hopkins 
Pediatric Neurosurgeon, Benjamin S. Carson, M.D. and his 
wife, Candy, read a research study about education in the 
United States, they were alarmed by the findings. The study 
showed that our nation’s students ranked #21 out of 22 
countries, next to the bottom of the list in science and math.  

The Ben Carson Reading Project, the second initiative, 
was created to combat illiteracy and promote leisure reading 
as a key to unlocking a child’s full learning potential. Reading 
rooms are vibrant spaces located within a school — packed full 
of the most popular and exciting books. Rooms are typically 
themed and promote an encouraging attitude towards learning.

The Carson Scholars Fund (CSF) is a national nonprofit organization with two 
key initiatives: the Carson Scholars Program and the Ben Carson Reading Project. 
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Formative Evaluation Research Associates (FERA), an independent evaluation group based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, was 
selected to conduct a multi-year evaluation of the Carson Scholars Fund initiatives. Funding for the evaluation was 
provided by the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.

CARSON SCHOLARS  
PROGRAM

THE CARSON SCHOLARS PROGRAM IS MEETING 
ITS GOALS.  SCHOLARS SAY OUR PROGRAM:

Instills an interest in giving back to the community 

Creates role models in schools

Inspires scholars to apply for other scholarships to pay for college

Motivates students to achieve in school

Increases self-confidence
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The Carson Scholars Program 
is more than a simple monetary 
scholarship program.  It starts 
young, encouraging a college-going 
culture in homes and schools 
across the country. Scholars 
have an incentive to achieve 
academically year after year and 
are exposed to inspirational adult 
leaders. More importantly, Carson 
Scholars are role models in their 
schools and encourage their peers 
to succeed academically and 
contribute to their communities.  
Collectively, they are shaping a 
better future for themselves, their 
schools, and the country. 
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“Our goal is to have a Carson Scholar in every school 
in the country.”

- Co-founders Dr. Ben and Candy Carson

Since its inception, the Carson 
Scholars Program has experienced 
consistent growth. 

•	 5,200 Carson Scholars in 50 
states and Washington, DC

•	 $5.2M in scholarships awarded

•	 400+ colleges and universities 
with Carson Scholars attending

•	 2,000 schools have Carson Scholars
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FACT:

Steady growth year after year.
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A Comparison of High School Graduation, College 
Enrollment, and College Graduation Rates

College Completion

College Enrollment

High School Graduation

FACT: Fully 95% of Carson Scholars graduate from high 
school and attend college.  They also graduate from college 
at a rate higher than their peers nationally.
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CSF Alumni $50,694
Average with BA $45,000
Average with AA $37,000
Average with HS or GED $29,900
Average with no HS $21,000
Overall National Average $37,400*

Disciplines include:

• Liberal/Visual Arts and Education

• STEM

• Business/Finance

• Law

• Public Administration

• Communications

• And more!

Carson Alumni Outperform the National 
Average in Individual Earnings

*Estimated adults 25-34

FACT:	Carson	Scholars	are	in	every	discipline	and	field	
in college and graduate school.

Carson alumni, although 
young, are already in 
leadership roles in the 
education,	nonprofit,	
and	for-profit	sectors.
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Carson Scholar Alumni ages 
19-24 are volunteering in 
their communities at 4 times 
the rate of their peers at the 
national level.

88%19%
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BOWEN JIANG
Carson Scholar Year: 2004
Hometown: Germantown, MD
Undergraduate Studies: Majored in Biology at Stanford University
Medical School: Stanford School of Medicine
Main Interest:  Academic Neurosurgery and the treatment of brain tumors
Fun Facts: Has helped rebuild houses in New Orleans post-Hurricane 
Katrina; volunteered as a translator at the 2008 Beijing Olympics; plays 
basketball; enjoys classical music.

SCHOLAR  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

FREDERICA LAMAR
Carson Scholar Year: 2007 and 2011
Hometown: Atlanta, GA
Undergraduate Studies: Majoring in Environmental Engineering at 
Johns Hopkins University
Main Interest:  Water sanitation in underdeveloped countries
Fun Facts: 2011 Gates Millennium Scholar; member of the Black Student 
Union and National Society of Black Engineers; volunteered as a peer 
mediator with Planned Parenthood.

LISA THOMAS 
Carson Scholar Year: 1999
Hometown: Fallston, MD
Undergraduate Studies: Majored in Neuroscience at New York University
Medical School: Johns Hopkins University
Fun Fact: Shadowed Dr. Carson during medical school; mother of 
twins; emergency physician.

CHARLES (CHUCK) PRAHL
Carson Scholar Year: 1996 - Inaugural Scholar!
Hometown: Cambridge, MD
Undergraduate Studies: Majored in Foreign Service at  
Georgetown University
Graduate Studies: Master’s degree in Security Studies from 
Georgetown University
Current Employment: Federal Government
Main Interest: International Relations
Fun Facts: Valedictorian of his high school; serves as an alumni 
mentor to Georgetown students; has worked as a ski instructor in 
Wyoming; enjoys travel, science fiction, and scuba diving.
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“Students who don’t read proficiently by third 
grade are four times more likely to leave school 
without a diploma than proficient readers. For 
the worst readers, those [who] couldn’t master 
even the basic skills by third grade, the rate is 
nearly six times greater…. What’s more, the study 
shows that poverty has a powerful influence on 
graduation rates. The combined effect of reading 
poorly and living in poverty puts these children in 
double jeopardy.1”   

Nationally, too many children struggle with reading.  
The Ben Carson Reading Project directly addresses 
the issue of poor reading readiness and achievement.  

1 Hernandez, Donald.  Double Jeopardy: How Third-Grade Reading Skills and Poverty Influence 
High School Graduation. Annie E. Casey Foundation Report April 2011. 

WHY READING IS IMPORTANT

Ben Carson Reading Rooms are the products of the Ben 
Carson Reading Project and are implemented at the national 
level by the Carson Scholars Fund.  A Ben Carson Reading 
Room is a special place in a school where students can read 
in an inviting, quiet, and secure environment. Reading Rooms 
contain at least 500 books and are decorated in fun, child-
friendly themes with furniture (e.g., bean bag chairs, sofas) 
in which students can comfortably read. The reading done 
in Ben Carson Reading Rooms is not part of any school 

curriculum, and is not done for the purposes of grading or assessing students’ 
reading ability. Students use the Reading Rooms for self-directed reading, and 
schools with Reading Rooms are encouraged to use incentives and rewards to 
motivate students to use the rooms.

Ben Carson Reading Rooms are sponsored by individuals, businesses, and 
organizations with an interest in improving schools in their communities. 

THE BEN CARSON READING PROJECT
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“To summarize, building upon 
what researchers have already 
documented, Reading Rooms provide 
an opportunity for children to spend 
more time reading books that they 
select for leisure, not homework. 
This opportunity is expected to 
encourage students to enjoy reading 
for its own sake. If they enjoy reading 
and spend more time reading at a 
young age, they will gain the reading 
skills that are critically important for 
future academic success.1” 

1 FERA Report

FACT:  There is a strong 
correlation between children’s 
love for reading and their future 
adult life success. Research 
shows that love for reading: 

•	 Broadens horizons about 
life — Provides hope

•	 Increases exposure to 
society and the world at 
large — Curiosity

•	 Ignites/awakens innate 
passion and ability for 
learning — Skills
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FACT: Students love and use Reading Rooms, with more 
than 50% using Reading Rooms frequently and effectively. 
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Cumulative Reading Room Openings

FACT: 85 Reading Rooms in twelve states have been 
opened since 2000.

“On average our Pre-K to 3rd grade students 
visit the Reading Room at least 2-3 times a week, 
and our grade 4-8 students visit the Reading 
Room at least twice a week. This just reflects 
classroom teachers taking the students to the 
Reading Room. We have other opportunities 
where the students visit the room as a Positive 
Behavior Intervention Program with our Social 
Worker, during lunch periods, and during after-
school events.1” 

Students’ attitudinal and behavioral changes are 
significant and visible as a result of Reading Rooms.

1 Reading Room Coordinator
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More students in schools with a Reading Room achieved reading 
proficiency	by	third	grade.

FERA analyzed 3rd grade reading test score data from six schools between 2002 
and 2010. Each of these six schools installed Reading Rooms in 2006 providing at 
least three years of comparison data both before and after implementation of the 
Reading Room. The figure above presents the data from the Reading Room school 
demonstrating the greatest increase in reading scores. 

In four out of six schools 3rd graders performed below their Baltimore City peers 
on the Maryland State Assessment (MSA) three years before the Reading Room 
was implemented. Four years after the Reading Rooms opened, reading test scores 
were equal to or above Baltimore City scores. 

(Maryland State Assessment (MSA), a standardized test administered to students throughout the state of 
Maryland, data was used.)

FACT: Reading Rooms contribute to improved reading 
skills and reading test scores. 100% of the school principals 
surveyed agree that the Reading Room in their school 
has a positive effect on student reading test scores. 

Gwynns Falls Elementary MSA Reading - Grade 3
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Carson Scholars Fund, Inc.
305 West Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 310

Towson, Maryland 21204
Phone: 410.828.1005

Fax: 410.828.1007
Toll Free: 1.877.77DRBEN

Formative Evaluation Research Associates (FERA), an independent evaluation group based in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, was selected through a national “Request For Proposals” (RFP) process to conduct a multi-
year evaluation of the Fund. Funding for the evaluation was provided by the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. 
This report presents findings from an evaluation of the Carson Scholar Fund’s national Scholar 
Recognition Program and the Reading Room initiative.  For access to the complete reports visit  
http://carsonscholars.org/about/publications or contact the Carson Scholar Fund at the address above.  

Facebook.com/carsonscholarsfund Twitter.com/carsonscholars Youtube.com/carsonscholars

WWW.CARSONSCHOLARS.ORG

CONNECT WITH US:

Being a Carson Scholar affects me greatly. It 
opens new opportunities for me and others. 
Mentioning that I was a Carson Scholar on 
resumes and applications gives me a better 
advantage. It informs people that I have 
potential and I enjoy new challenges. Winning 
a Carson Scholarship made me feel special. It 
made me realize that I have a talent, that I am 
gifted and that I am on the right path to success.

“

” — Jasmine Gail Smith, 2005 Carson Scholar


