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Important Dates
October

10/5: Ft. Myers/Cape Coral
Chipotle Fundraiser

10/16: Nomination form
distributed to schools/online
application available
10/20: We Can Be Heroes
Fundraiser
10/24: Reading Room Workshop

November
11/1: Previous scholar application
available
11/13: National Day of Reading
11/20: Spring 2018 payout request
forms due
11/28: Giving Tuesday

December
12/6: Payout checks mailed to
colleges

It’s the Start of the 2018 Scholarship Season!

As students and teachers are starting their school year, the Carson Scholars
Fund is preparing for the 2018 scholarship season. Here’s the important
information you need to know to make this year’s application season a
success. Read More

A Night of Legends and Heroes at CSF’s Fall Fundraiser
The Carson Scholars Fund is proud to host We Can Be Heroes, a night of
fundraising for the education of our future leaders! Enjoy a special
performance by Tony Orlando on Friday, October 20 at TranZed Alliance in
Baltimore. Don’t miss your chance to see Tony Orlando along with...Read More

A Busy Fall for the Reading Room Project
Save the dates for this year’s annual Reading Room Workshop on Tuesday,
October 24 and National Day of Reading on Monday, November 13! Read More

Alumni Spotlight: Julia Martirano
A mechanical engineering student with a love of writing and serving others,
two-time Carson Scholar Julia Martirano is no stranger to managing a variety
of projects. Originally from Smithsburg, MD, Julia is now...Read More

12/20: Nomination deadline

January
1/8: Application deadline
1/12: Principal verification deadline

Reading Room Openings

Giving Tuesday

We have two days for getting deals - Black Friday and Cyber Monday. On
#GivingTuesday, we have a day for giving back. Why is this date so important?
Because it is a global giving movement...Read More

Prettyboy Elementary Freeland, MD

CSF Chapters Kick Off Fall Fundraising

Lincoln Elementary Riviera Park, FL

From tennis and barbeques to live auctions, the Charlotte and Pittsburgh
Chapters of the Carson Scholars Fund are gearing up for a fun fall. Read More

Hammock Pointe Elementary
Boca Raton, FL

Lake Park Elementary Lake Park, FL
Warfield Elementary Indiantown, FL
Washington Elementary
Riviera Beach, FL

Forest Park Elementary
Boynton Beach, FL

Donor Spotlight: John Sheppard

Carson Scholars Fund friend and supporter John W. Sheppard is a thirdgeneration native of Lee County, Florida. He graduated from the University of
Florida with a BA Degree in 1953 and Juris Doctor Degree...Read More
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It’s the Start of the 2018 Scholarship Season!

As students and teachers are starting their school year, the Carson Scholars Fund
is preparing for the 2018 scholarship season. Here’s the important information you
need to know to make this year’s application season a success:
If you are an educator….

• Please submit an application request form
if you would like to nominate a student for
the 2018 scholarship season and to be
added to our application distribution list. Our
scholarship program is available to students
in grades 4 through 11 at an accredited
K-12 school in the United States. Students
must meet eligibility requirements including
a minimum 3.75 GPA on a 4.0 scale and a
commitment to community service.
• The nomination form/online application
will be distributed to principals and school
officials on Monday, October 16, 2017. Each
school can only nominate one student
(unless otherwise told by the scholarship
director). Within 48 hours of being
nominated, students will receive an email
with a link to the online application. The sooner you nominate a student, the more
time they have to complete the online application. Schools will have until 8:00 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time on Wednesday, December 20, 2017 to nominate a student.
• After a student is nominated, they will need to complete the online application
which includes an essay, report card, community service details and teacher
recommendation. All components of the application must be submitted by 8:00
p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Monday, January 8, 2018.
• On or around January 10, 2018, principals will receive an email with a link for
them to review and verify the student’s application. Applications are not
considered complete without principal verification. Principals will have until 8:00
p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Friday, January 12, 2018 to complete the
verification process. Please note that while schools can only nominate one new
student to compete for the Carson Scholarship, schools may have multiple
previous scholars applying for Scholar Recognition and therefore principals may
receive more than one email requesting verification.
For more information, please visit the Educator page on our website.

If you are a previous Carson Scholar…
• The application for Carson Scholar Recognition is online.
We will distribute this application directly to previous scholars
via email. Please send an email to Shannon confirming your
email address. Be sure to include your name and date of birth
in the email. The Carson Scholar Recognition Application will
be distributed by early November. As a reminder, there is no
monetary award associated with receiving scholar
recognition.
• You will have until 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on
Monday, January 8, 2018 to complete your application, which
includes a description of your community service activities and report card.
• On or around January 10, 2018 your principal will receive an email with a link for them to review and verify
your application. Your application is not considered complete without principal verification. Principals will have
until 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Friday, January 12, 2018 to complete the verification process. If your
school has multiple previous scholars, or a new student applying to be a scholar, your principal will receive
multiple emails – one for each applicant.
• Scholars who graduate this year (2018) and who are six or more time scholars will be awarded with an
additional $1,000 award upon graduation thanks to funding from the Richard Lumsden Foundation.
For more information, please visit the Current Scholars page on our website.
If you believe the online application is not right for you/your school/your
nominated student, hard copy applications are available by request only
(first come, first serve). To request a hard copy new or recognized
application, please email lrichards@carsonscholars.org by December 1,
2017. Hard copy applications will not be mailed after December 8, 2017.
Don’t forget! The deadline for submitting both new and recognized
applications will be Monday, January 8, 2018. We’ve listened to you and
extended the time to submit your application to 8:00 p.m. (instead of 5:00
p.m.) Eastern Standard Time, but it’s still important to plan ahead – our
deadlines are final and no exceptions will be made because of weather,
illness or other reasons.
Please check our website often during the scholarship season for updates.
We will be posting videos showing how to complete the online application
and addressing frequently asked questions. If at any time during the
scholarship process you have questions, please feel free to contact our
scholarship staff.
The CSF wishes to thank Katie Damaroda for five years of awarding scholarships to the country’s best and
brightest students. She leaves the Carson Scholars Program in the capable hands of Lacey Richards, whose
time at CSF has fully prepared her to lead the program.
• Lacey Richards, Scholarship Director – lrichards@carsonscholars.org
• Liz Bailey, Scholarship and Communications Coordinator – liz@carsonscholars.org
• Shannon Kowal, Program Coordinator - shannon@carsonscholars.org

Click the badge to
review us and help us
become a 2017 TopRated Nonprofit!
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A Night of Legends & Heroes at CSF’s Fall Fundraiser

We Can Be Heroes

A night of fundraising for the education of our future leaders

starring

Tony Orlando

Gold and Platinum hits include: Tie a Yellow Ribbon
Round the Ole Oak Tree | Knock Three Times | Candida |
and more!

Friday, October 20, 2017 | 7:00 p.m.
TranZed Alliance | Baltimore, Maryland
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Don’t miss your chance to see Tony Orlando along with
tributes to The Beatles, Neil Diamond and more by The
Mahoney Brothers’ Jukebox Heroes.
Preview their stellar performances here.
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Get your tickets today! Sponsorship opportunities are also
available. Please check our website or contact Jo:
jweisgal@carsonscholars.org for tickets and more
information.

!!

Individual ticket: $150

|

Educator ticket: $100

|

Alumni ticket: $75

For a limited time: buy three tickets
and receive your fourth ticket for free!

A message from Candy Carson:
We can be heroes.
Remember the story of the little boy who rescued starfish one by one who had washed up on shore? When
an old man approached him and spoke of what appeared to be a futile project the boy responded, “If these
starfish are left out here like this they will bake in the sun, and by this afternoon they will all be dead.” The
old man gazed out as far as he could see and responded, “What difference is throwing a few back going to
make anyway when there are hundreds of miles of beach and thousands of starfish?” The boy then held up
the starfish he had in his hand and replied, “It’s sure going to make a lot of difference to this one!”
When the opportunity comes, we must do what we can to make our country and the world a better place.
Sometimes, it’s a simple little thing, like a kind word, and other times it takes more effort. But it’s worth it!
WE CAN EACH BE HEROES, and help others to be the best they can be!

Sponsored by:
Dr. Nancy Grasmick
Mr. Wes & Mrs. Toni Guckert
Mr. Kurt & Dr. Patricia Schmoke

Dr. Garth & Mrs. Jennifer McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. & Maria L. Talarigo
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Eat for Change at Chipotle
Make lunch and dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to reward academic excellence! Visit these
Fort Myers/Cape Coral Area Chipotle locations on Thursday, October 5 between 10:45 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.
Simply mention the Carson Scholars Fund or present this flyer at checkout and 50% of your order will go
towards funding scholarships for Lee County, Florida’s best and brightest students.
Participating Chipotle Locations
Gulf Coast Fort Myers (Alico Rd. & Royal Queen Blvd.) | College & 41 Fort Myers (S. Cleveland Ave. & College
Parkway) | Colonial & 75 Fort Myers (8061 Dani Drive) | Shoppes at Coconut Point (U.S. Highway 41 & Coconut
Point Parkway) | Cape Coral Del Prado (Del Prado Blvd. & Veterans Expressway)
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Support Our Future Leaders!
How can YOU support students’ education across the country? Sponsor a scholarship(s) and encourage
today’s learners to become tomorrow’s leaders. Take it from Carson Scholar alumnus Muftau Falade:
recognizing and rewarding students as early as fourth grade can significantly impact their future.
“Receiving the Ben Carson Scholarship in the 5th grade was pivotal for me because it
steered me away from the troubles in my neighborhood and onto the right path. Now
I am living what seems to be a dream. Currently I possess a high GPA, am
beginning my own business, and am doing what many say I would never do.”
–Muftau Falade
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Muftau’s innate work ethic and passion to help others was rewarded
in fifth grade when a generous supporter sponsored a Carson
Scholarship. The confidence and encouragement that he gained from
earning a scholarship at such a young age motivated Muftau to
continue to pursue his education; enabling him to become the first
male in his family in nearly three generations to attend college.

Today you have the opportunity to help make more students’ dreams
come true. Visit the annual scholarships page on our website to
make your $1,500 contribution and sponsor a Carson Scholarship for
the 2017-2018 year. You may sponsor a scholar at the school of your
choice or direct your scholarship to the best applicant in the U.S. A donation of $30,000 (at once or in
installments) ensures a Carson Scholar at a school of your choice in perpetuity.
On behalf of Muftau and other students like him, we hope that you will continue to partner with the Carson
Scholars Fund in an effort to support more future leaders this year.

Spring 2018 Scholarship Payout Information
The Carson Scholars Fund is proud to announce that to date, we have paid out more than $5.7 million to over
600 colleges on behalf of our scholars.
The next time CSF will make payouts is for the spring 2018 semester. Eligible scholars will be mailed and
emailed the Payout Request Form in early October.
Payout forms must be returned to the CSF office by Monday,
November 20, 2017. Checks will be mailed to
colleges on or around December 6, 2017, in time for the
spring semester. Any Payout Request Forms received
between now and then will be held until November. Any
Payout Request Forms received after November 20, 2017 will
be held for payout in the fall 2018 semester.
Download a copy of the spring 2018 payout request form.
Please note that payouts can only be made after verifying
that the scholar is a full-time accepted and enrolled student
at an accredited institution within the United States for the
upcoming semester. Students must be enrolled in a bachelor’s-degree-track (four-year) program.
If any of your contact information (mailing address, email address, or phone number) has changed since we
last heard from you, please get in touch! We can only mail Payout Request Forms to addresses we have. To
update your information, call 410.828.1005 or send an email to lrichards@carsonscholars.org.
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A Busy Fall for the Reading Room Project
Save these dates for the Reading Room Project’s fall events!
Reading Room Workshop
This year’s annual Reading Room Workshop is being held on Tuesday,
October 24 in Baltimore, MD. The workshop provides reading room
coordinators with an opportunity to come together to discuss best
practices and build comradery. This year’s workshop will include a
panel-style discussion with special guests, including Towson University
presidential scholar and CSF president, Dr. Nancy Grasmick. Paula Willey,
Baltimore County librarian, book reviewer and CSF treasured speaker will
share her list of books children will be clamoring for.
National Day of Reading
Now that school is back in session, it’s time to mark your calendars for Monday, November 13. On this day, we
will celebrate our National Day of Reading. This annual literacy event, sponsored by the William and Winifred
Freeman Foundation, is held in conjunction with American Education
Week, and is designed to raise awareness of the importance of
everyday, leisure reading. To celebrate, reading room school partners
will show a special book narration of
Finding Winnie: The True Story of the
World’s Most Famous Bear by Lindsay
Mattick. This New York Times
Bestseller and 2016 Caldecott Medal
Winner tells the remarkable story of the
bear that inspired Winnie-the-Pooh. For
students not attending a reading room
school, the narration link will be made
available on the CSF website. In addition to the special book narration, many
school partners will host local dignitaries, authors and community members
who will participate by reading some of their favorite children’s books.

Help Select the 2018 Carson Scholars!
We’re looking for volunteers to help process applications, calculate GPAs, and score essays/applications for
the 2018 scholarship season. Each year, we receive thousands of applications from students across the
country. We would not be able to process all of the applications without the
help of our dedicated volunteers.
Our greatest need for volunteers is during the application scoring process.
This begins on January 13, 2018 and runs through late February. If you, or
someone you know, are interested in volunteering with the Carson Scholars
Fund, we’d love to have you as part of our volunteer family!
Most of our applications are submitted online. This means that there is the
option to score applications remotely. After you have gone through a training covering the online application
system and application scoring, you will have the option to volunteer remotely. Training sessions take place in
our Towson, MD office.
Contact Lacey Richards, Scholarship Director at lrichards@carsonscholars.org or 410.828.1005 for more details.
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Become a Part of the CSF Hall of Fame
The Carson Scholars Fund Hall of Fame is comprised of individuals whose lives
and careers are an integral part of our history. This year, we are inducting five
new alumni into the 2018 Hall of Fame class.
The Hall of Fame honors outstanding Carson Scholar alumni who represent the
CSF’s mission – those who have demonstrated success and excellence in the
work force, who have excelled academically and who have made significant
contributions in their communities.
The application is open to all of our
alumni scholars under the age of
thirty. Applications will be
accepted through 8:00 p.m. EST,
Friday, September 29, 2017. Please
email liz@carsonscholars.org to
access the application.
Five outstanding alumni were inducted into the CSF Hall of Fame
at various banquets during our 2017 awards season, adding new
ideas, new experiences and new goals to the already impressive
group. In addition to a portrait, they each received a commemorative ring with a black “obsidian-like” stone as
an ongoing reminder of their pursuit of excellence and display of leadership.

Join our CSF Ambassadors Team
Are you an alumni of the Carson Scholars Fund who is looking to stay involved throughout college? Check out
our CSF Ambassador Program! CSF Ambassadors are undergraduate Carson Scholar alumni who are
continuing to achieve in the classroom and in the communities surrounding their colleges and universities. The
goal of the CSF Ambassador Program is to connect Carson Scholars with Carson Scholar alumni to:
• Increase leadership skills
• Prepare youth to make a difference in their communities/schools
• Create a relationship between Carson Scholars and alumni as they prepare for college
From Harvard College in the northeast to California Polytechnic State University in the southwest, our 18
ambassadors attend a variety of colleges and universities across the country. Check out advice from our
current ambassadors here.
We are looking for dedicated CSF alumni to be ambassadors on campuses around the United States! If you’re
interested in becoming a CSF Ambassador or would like more information on how to connect, please contact
Liz at liz@carsonscholars.org.

Meet the Newest CSF Ambassador
Kate DuCarme, a 5-time Carson Scholar, is a sophomore physician assistant
major at Gannon University in Erie, PA. Her favorite thing about Gannon is the
team-oriented feeling around campus. Kate’s advice to freshmen is to enter
college with an eager attitude and a willingness to learn about everything.
Outside of the classroom, she enjoys spending time on Lake Erie and at
Presque Isle State Park.
Learn more about Kate and all of the CSF Ambassadors on our website.
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Alumni Spotlight: Julia Martirano
A mechanical engineering student with a love of writing and serving others, two-time
Carson Scholar Julia Martirano is no stranger to managing a variety of projects.
Originally from Smithsburg, MD, Julia is now a senior at the University of South
Carolina.
Julia spent her summer interning with The Boeing Company’s Division of Defense,
Space and Security in St. Louis, MO. As a member of the F-15 Systems Engineering
and Integration team, she worked in configuration management and supplier data
management. Tasked with everything from assisting with
supplier audits to verification on closing F-15 contracts
and shadowing executives, Julia was able to experience
multiple aspects of working for the world’s largest
aerospace company. She also served on the Intern Advisor Board, where she
organized educational seminars and community service opportunities for Boeing’s
team of interns.
Julia uses her passion for science and engineering to help others, specifically
those in need of prosthesis. In her third semester with the McNAIR Junior Fellows
program, she is focusing on a 3-D printing project for prosthetics for adolescents.
She is also a member of Hands on Prosthetic Engineering, or H.O.P.E., a nonprofit at USC that provides cost-efficient upper limb prosthetics. Julia is currently
working with other students in H.O.P.E. to fundraise and apply for grants for a
larger, more capable 3-D printer.
As she begins her senior year at USC, Julia isn’t slowing down. She will
soon be placed with her senior design team to create a prototype for
improving green energy processes, planning and executing the full design
process. In addition to finishing up her final classes, Julia serves as a
University 101 Senior Peer Leader, mentoring peer leaders as they support
new students’ successful transition to college life. Her play written for
Off Off Broadway, USC’s only musical theatre group, will be performed
later this fall and she is a proud new member of Sigma Alpha Omega, a
nationally recognized faith-based sorority.
After graduating in May, Julia hopes to pursue an International MBA or a Master’s in Biomedical Engineering.
Julia won her Carson Scholarship at the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts in Maryland. Her scholarship was
sponsored by the Joseph W. Sullivan Memorial Endowment.

Save the Date for #GivingTuesday 2017
We have two days for getting deals - Black Friday and
Cyber Monday. On #GivingTuesday, we have a day for
giving back. Why is this date so important? Because it
is a global giving movement that has been built by
individuals, families, organizations, businesses and
communities across the country and the world. #GivingTuesday reminds us of the “reason for the season.”
This year, the Carson Scholars Fund’s goal is to raise funding for ten Carson Scholarships on November 28,
2017, #GivingTuesday.
We are proud to be a #GivingTuesday partner again this year. Please mark your calendar and share our
commitment to #GivingTuesday on social media so that we can spread the word about the Carson Scholars Fund!
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Find Carson Scholars near you with CSF Connnect!

The wait is over! It’s finally here!

introducing

CSF CONNECT
CSF Connect is the fastest and easiest way to network professionally within the
CSF community! Your safe and reliable go-to for communication among CSF
scholars and alumni.

CSF Connect Features

CSF Scholar and Alumni Directory with
advanced search functions
• Search for Carson Scholars and alumni by
name, school, hobby, graduation year and more
• Create your own profile and view other Carson
Scholar and alumni profiles to get connected

“Users Nearby” map
• View drop pins of CSF Connect users all across
the country

Direct access to the CSF news, events,
updates and notifications
Available on the App Store® today! Coming soon
to Google Play.

Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and
other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries.
Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google Inc.
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CSF Chapters Kick Off Fall Fundraising
Charlotte, NC Chapter
Friends in the Charlotte area: the Charlotte Chapter of CSF
will be hosting Tennis in Margaritaville, a fundraising event to
benefit students in the area. The event will feature tennis pros
from local clubs competing in a tournament, a tennis themed
auction, a barbeque feast and of course, the featured drink,
margaritas.
Please reach out to Anne Marie Steele or Kathleen Juhl at the
numbers on the flyer for additional information or to RSVP.

Pittsburgh, PA Chapter
Friends of the Pittsburgh Chapter of CSF:
keep an eye out on our website and social
media for information about our upcoming
Pittsburgh Fall Fundraiser featuring a
sensational auction, food, drink, and
speeches from prominent individuals from
the area! Proceeds to benefit students in
Pittsburgh and its surrounding areas.
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CSF Supporters Shine in Their Communities
Congratulations to The Kahlert Foundation,
recipient of AFP Maryland’s 2017 Outstanding
Foundation Award.
This award recognizes their contribution of money, time and
skill to promote the wellbeing of others and the betterment
of their community. Outstanding Foundation Award
recipients exemplify the true spirit of giving.
The CSF applauds the Kahlert Foundation for their immense
impact on Carroll County. Operating in the Mid-Atlantic and
Utah, the mission of the Kahlert Foundation is to provide funding for a variety of fields including education,
health care, veterans, youth and human services. They recognize that children are the future leaders of our
country and we are grateful for their partnership with the Carson Scholars Fund, which has provided over 86
scholarships for students in Carroll County, MD since 2015!

Earlier this year, The Women in Business of the Center Club honored
Dr. Nancy Grasmick, CSF president, with their Trailblazer in Education
Award!
Dr. Grasmick was chosen for the award as “a woman whose experience and
longevity in the field of education has made a significant impact in the industry
and community.”
Along with her team at Towson University, Dr. Grasmick’s latest accomplishment
is the development and implementation of The LYNX School, a new and advanced
model for high school education.

California Dreaming
Thanks to the generosity of Eleni and Wolfgang Gagon, we are making dreams come true in
Southern California.
The CSF is thrilled to have funding to expand our impact in Southern California schools.
Parents, educators, friends --- encourage your school to check out the Carson Scholars
Program and the Reading Room Project. Tell them how Carson Scholars are leaders in
the classroom and their communities. You will be helping young students win college
scholarships.
The CSF is also looking to partner with select
elementary schools in southern California
to bring the Reading Room Project to young
students. Find out how your favorite school
can receive its own reading haven and foster
a love for reading in young students.
For more information about opportunities in
California, please visit our website or contact
our California expansion team:
Marcos Rodriguez – California Expansion Coordinator: mrodriguez@carsonscholars.org
Lacey Richards – Scholarship Director: lrichards@carsonscholars.org
Tammy Blazenyak – Reading Room Director: tammy@carsonscholars.org
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Donor Spotlight: John Sheppard
Carson Scholars Fund (CSF) friend and supporter John W.
Sheppard is a third-generation native of Lee County, Florida. He
graduated from the University of Florida with a BA Degree in
1953 and Juris Doctor Degree in 1956, serving as editor of the
Florida Law Review while in law school. He entered law
practice in 1956, but left shortly after to serve in the United
States Army Infantry for two and a half years. He is past
president of the Lee County Bar Association and past
chairman of the 20th Circuit Grievance and Judicial Nominating
Commissions.
About 20 years ago, Mr. Sheppard was first introduced to Dr.
Ben Carson when Dr. Carson spoke at a Prayer Breakfast in
Fort Myers, FL. Mr. Sheppard recalled that he was taken by
Dr. Carson’s “brilliance, his accomplishments, and his faith”. Mr. Sheppard was later reconnected with CSF
co-founders, Dr. and Mrs. Carson, when his friend, Dr. Bill Frey,
introduced him to the organization.
“Some 12 years ago my close friend Dr. Bill Frey introduced me
to the Carson Scholars Program. Once I learned its purpose, its
requirements, and its scope I knew I wanted to be a part of it. I
joined with Bill in assisting in organizing a chapter here in Lee
County, FL. We were determined to endow one school jointly
with Bill, and a second school that I attended in the late 1930’s
and early 1940’s, Thomas A Edison Park Elementary School.”
Mr. Sheppard has not only significantly impacted students of Lee County through the CSF, but he has also been
involved with many other civic and charitable activities throughout his life. He has devoted much of his time
to supporting children especially through the Golisano Children’s Hospital. Not only has Mr. Sheppard and his
wife provided the sick children with teddy bears for over 20 years now, but they are also heavily involved in the
completion of the new seven story chapel at the hospital. In 2000, Mr. Sheppard was recognized as
“Humanitarian of the Year” by the American Red Cross and is the Guinness World Record holder for most pints
of blood donated. Mr. Sheppard was honored for donating nearly 40 gallons of blood and has set an
incredible goal to increase his amount donated to 45 gallons. Most recently, he was recognized as 2016
People of the Year Luminary award winner. In his video for the 2016 People of the Year Luminary Award, Mr.
Sheppard declared, “what is important is family, friends, love, service, and care…I wake up every day just thinking,
‘What can I give back to somebody?’”1.
The Carson Scholars Fund is fortunate to have such
a caring and successful humanitarian supporting
our Lee County Chapter. Mr. Sheppard has made a
lasting impression in the area and the CSF will be
forever grateful.
“I have continued to be involved with and am honored
to be a small part of the wonderful program named
for two persons I greatly admire and respect, Ben
and Candy Carson.”

News-press.com (2016, December 21). Meet John Sheppard: 2016 People of the Year – Luminary winner. www.news-press.com/videos/
news/2016/12/21/meet-john-sheppard:-2016-people-year-luminary-winner/95715388/
1
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The CSF Staff Grows
As the Carson Scholars Fund’s programs grow, so does our staff! Meet our two newest staff members and
learn about their roles at CSF, along with a current staff member who will lead CSF’s scholarship program.
Lacey Richards, Scholarship Director [ lrichards@carsonscholars.org ]
Formerly a program coordinator with both the scholarship and reading room programs,
Lacey is transitioning to Scholarship Director to execute the missions of the Carson
Scholars Program.
During her time at the Carson Scholars Fund, Lacey gained experience opening reading
rooms throughout the country, working on the scholarship process, and planning regional
awards banquets.
Born and raised in Harford County, MD, Lacey still resides in her hometown on the water. She received her
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Towson University in 2012, and recently completed her
Master’s Degree in Health Science at Towson. Lacey loves to travel and in her spare time can be found
reading, crafting, and trying out new restaurants.
Lacey is excited to expand her knowledge of the scholarship process and work more closely with CSF scholars
and alumni. She looks forward to rewarding outstanding students for their hard work and humanitarianism.
Marcos Rodriguez, California Expansion Coordinator [ mrodriguez@carsonscholars.org ]
Working remotely in the San Diego, CA area to open new reading rooms and assist schools
with the scholarship process, Marcos joins us as our California Expansion Coordinator.
A Teach For America alumnus, Marcos taught third grade in Baltimore, MD while
earning his Master’s Degree in Education from Johns Hopkins University. He went on to
teach upper-elementary in Portland, OR and fourth grade in San Diego. He based his
teaching on a foundation for a love of learning. Embedding mindsets about individual
growth and the power of education, Marcos experienced great student outcomes. His
passion for providing students with learning opportunities has not stopped and he will be carrying that passion
to his work with CSF.
Marcos grew up in Albuquerque, NM and does not miss an opportunity to go back and visit his family and
re-experience that New Mexico culture. He enjoys being outside and staying active by playing golf, running and
biking. Give him a book related to psychology and personal growth and he will be engaged for hours.
Shannon Kowal, Program Coordinator [ shannon@carsonscholars.org ]
With a background in non-profit and education work and a degree in Sociology from York
College, Carson Scholars Fund was the perfect next step in Shannon’s career. She is eager
to begin working as CSF’s Program Coordinator to support both the scholarship and reading
room programs.
Born and raised in Delaware, Shannon recently made the move to Maryland when CSF
presented this exciting opportunity. Having fallen in love with Baltimore back in college,
Shannon is thrilled to begin working and learning her way around a new city. In her free
time, you will find Shannon reading or traveling, and her favorite spot to be is on a beach.

14

