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= Understanding the Community

o Service Requirement

Current involvement in service activities is a required component of the Carson Scholars Program.

Any activity that is in service to others - inside and/or outside of school - may be included on the
application. We encourage applicants and educators to consider all unpaid, volunteer activities that
serve others when completing the application.

Depending on your age, activities will vary in scope and impact. Applicants must have at least one
service activity from the current calendar year to be considered.

In the application, please include the following information about your activities:

The organization you worked with or what the act of service was
Dates on which you performed the activity

Total number of hours served for this calendar year

= Please do not include dates or hours from prior year's service. You can let us know which
activities you've been involved with for more than one year by checking the box provided.

In the activity details box, please provide the following information:

Impact on the community/person or people you're helping
Specific accomplishments or events
Your specific role related to the activity

To add additional activities, include text in all text boxes for activity 1 then select the box indicating that you have
more activities to add. If you don't have additional activities to add, do not select the option to add more.

Examples of service activities by age:

Elementary Middle High
« Safety patrol « Scout activities « Scout activities
« Scout activities o Library volunteer « Fundraisers
o Library/teacher helper « Neighborhood cleanup « Non-profit work
« Place of worship activities « Place of worship activities « Starting your own non-profit
o Altar server » Animal rescue  Hospital volunteer
« Neighborhood cleanup o PTA or school events « Science fair judge
« PTA or school events « Donation drives « Place of worship activities

o Assisting family members
« Donation drives

*Note: these lists are not exhaustive, but provide activities to consider for students of any age
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	Report Card & GPA Calculation Policies
	How to Calculate GPA
	Grades from Report Card:
	English: 95  Math: 89 Biology: 93 History: 90 Music: 99
	Conversion:
	English = 95 = 4.0 Math = 89 = 3.0 Biology = 93 = 4.0 History = 90 = 4.0 Music = not included
	Final Calculation:
	4.0 3.0 4.0 +   4.0 15
	15    4 =  3.75


	Report Card & GPA Calculation Policies
	Policy for Weighting Courses – High School Students
	High School Weight Conversion Table
	Sample calculation with weighted courses:
	Grades from Report Card:
	AP English: 83 Math: 89 Honors Biology: 93 Pre-AP History: 90 Pre-IB Spanish: 92
	Conversion:
	Final Calculation:
	AP English: 3.0 + 1 = 4.0 Math: 3.0 Honors Biology: 4.0 + 0.5 = 4.5 Pre-AP** History: 4.0 Pre-IB* Spanish: 4.0 + 0.5 = 4.5
	4.0 3.0 4.5 4.0 +   4.5 20
	20    5  =   4.0


	Report Card & GPA Calculation Policies
	Policy for Weighting Courses – Elementary & Middle School Students
	Elementary/Middle School Weight Conversion Table
	Sample calculation with weighted courses:
	Grades from Report Card:
	Conversion:
	Final Calculation:
	Advanced English: 83 Math: 89 Honors Biology: 93 Gifted and Talented History: 90
	Adv. English: 3.0 + 0.5 = 3.5 Math: 3.0 Honors Biology: 4.0 + 0.5 = 4.5 GT History: 4.0 + 0.5 = 4.5
	3.5 3.0 4.5 +  4.5 15.5
	15.5    4 = 3.87


	GPA Frequently Asked Questions
	I only have grades for the first quarter of this school year. What report card should I submit? You should submit your first quarter grades. We calculate GPA based on what is available at the time of our application deadline. Since this varies from school to school, please submit the most recent grades you have from the current school year. Do NOT submit a prior-year report card or a transcript.
	My school doesn’t issue report cards until after your application deadline. What should I do? If you do not yet have a report card or progress report for the current school year, a school official (teacher, counselor or administrator) may provide you with a list of your current courses and grades to be uploaded to the application. Alternatively, you may submit a screenshot of an online grading portal showing your name, school, date and current courses with grades.
	My school uses an alternative grading system or does not calculate GPAs. What do I do? Applicants must have at least an estimated GPA in order to submit an application. If your school uses an alternative grading system, or does not calculate GPAs, a school official (teacher, counselor, or administrator) must estimate your GPA on a 4.0 scale based on your performance this school year up to the time of our application deadline. For schools using standards-based grading, the "Standards-Based Grading to 4.0 Scale (General Guide)" chart below provides suggested grade conversions to assist with this estimate. This estimate should be submitted with the rest of the application packet, written on school letterhead, and signed by the school official.
	Standards-Based Grading to 4.0 Scale (General Guide)
	SBG Level
	Description
	Traditional Grade
	4.0 Scale Equivalent
	A+
	A / B
	D / F
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